Chapter Two
THE MOVEMENT IN FAVOUR OF ISLAMIC
CULTURE OF THE PAST
THE religion of Sir Sayyid and his school, pruned as it
was of all 'faults', had remarkably little positive content*
(That of Shibll and the other religious conservatives had
more, simply because they had taken less away.) This slight
religion was good enough for those it served; they were
secure and carried to success in a system not basically their
own, prospering without too much effort. Persons of this
sort found eventually that they could get along without any
religion at all, and formed the group of contented secularists
typical of any well-running capitalist society* This group
has been small in Indian Islam, for not many have had the
necessary success.
There early arose writers who, accepting the form of the
Aligarh Islam, supplied it with appropriate and substantial
content. For them, Islam was depicted not only to harmonize
with but to include the values of the new society. This
move gradually attracted attention and approval; the ideas
expressed found favour with an increasing body within the
middle classes. They were consequently elaborated, ex-
panded, and re-expressed, circulating more widely. The
movement developed momentum from the beginning of the
twentieth century until the First World War, and has
dominated the middle-class scene from that time almost
until the present. It usurped the place of honour previously
occupied by Sir Sayyid's movement, and has been replaced
in turn by the newer progressive movement only to a very
limited extent. At the present time it is itself being slowly
transformed into a reactionary ideology.
The distinction between the former movement and the